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ABSTRACT

The Hadith or the Tradition of the Prophet (PBUH) is considered the second main
source of Islam. However, the followers of the Modernist Rationalist School raise
many questions regarding its reliability and viability. The aim of this research is to
discuss their attitudes towards the Hadith.The method followed in this study is
analytical and deductive. The researcher has retraced the roots of the Modernist
School and its development. However, the attention was given to its main figures in
contemporary period of Islam. The study examines and analyzes the main ideas of the
school with special reference to two Turkish thinkers, namely Yasar Nuri Ozturk and
Hayri Kirbasoglu in their respective books “The Concept of Islam in the Quran” (al-
Islam fi al Qur’an) and “The Alternative Methodology of Hadith” (‘lim ’Usal al
Hadith al Badil). After analyzing their views, the researcher has attempted to point out
the discrapencies within this school of thought. The research outcome shows that the
majority of the questions posed by the school can be explained by the sceptical
approach adopted concerning the status of the tradition of the Prophet (PBUH) or
Hadith, however, few of them can be seen as seekers of the truth. Many followers of
the Modernist Rationalist School fail to adopt a consistent and suitable methodology.
As a result, they fail to demonstrate their thoughts objectively in dealing with the
Tradition of the Prophet (PBUH), and the substantiation of their arguments is
insufficient, often leading to confusion and complication. Last but not least, some of
the modernists deny the isolated Hadith (Ahad) totally while others reject the
Consecutive Hadith (al Mutawatir). Whereas in some cases the Weak Ahadith (Da‘if)
are quoted to create scepticism and doubt concerning the authority of the Sunnah.
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